
A Race Against Time 
 

Are you aware that in the 1950s and 
Ψслǎ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
campus cinematographer?   Between 
the years, 1956-1969, Werner Vagt 
was employed by the University as the 
campus cinematographer.  He also 
taught cinematography in the Art 
Department, where his former 
students included Andy Anderson, 
cinematography professor at the 
University of Texas-Arlington, and Jim 
Morrison, singer for the rock group, 
The Doors, among others.  It is 
unfortunate, however, that the movies 
about FSU that he created were 
somehow lost or destroyed, and by all 

accounts, do not exist on campus.  To 
try and remedy this, Heritage Protocol 
is attempting to track down any films 
that might have come into the hands 
of others and wound up safely off 
campus.  Additionally, we are trying to 
find any and all FSU related films that 
survived, regardless of the creator or 
topic. 
 
What could better serve as a time 

FSU Film Restoration Project 
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capsule for what FSU was like in a 
certain era than moving pictures from 
that era?  Want to know what Landis 
Green looked like in 1955?  Then take 
a look at the recently uncovered RKO 

ǎƘƻǊǘΣ άDȅƳ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣέ ŦƛƭƳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
lawn while the initial phase of Strozier 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
the background.  Want to see what the 
campus looked like in 1964?  Then 
ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ C{¦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦƛƭƳΣ άCƭƻǊƛŘŀ 
State University: Toward a Greater 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŎǳǘΣ ŦǊŜǎƘ 
faced Jim Morrison.  We know that 
there are more out there, but we must 
rely on the alumni and former faculty 
and staff to help in recovering these 
moments in time, and the sooner the 
better. 
 
It is imperative that older films be 
reformatted to digital as soon as 
possible.  Films, especially if they are 
stored in poor environmental 
conditions, without proper climate 
control will quickly begin to 
deteriorate.  This deterioration 
process, known as vinegar syndrome, 
occurs when the two main substances 
that formed the base material, 
cellulose and acetic acid, begin to 
break down.  This deteriorating 

process is referred to as vinegar 
syndrome because of the pungent odor 
that emanates from film in this state.  
Although vinegar syndrome varies in 
intensity and aroma, the slightest hint 
of a smell is cause for concern because 
it is an indication that the film stock is 
in a state of deterioration. Ultimately, a 
light scent will worsen into an 
extremely unpleasant smell, and along 
with this the film will buckle, soften 
and become unusable, or rather un-
viewable.  Even before the films reach 
this unusable state, continued showing 
on a movie projector can corrupt and 
chop them up in their especially fragile 
condition. 
 
There are two solutions to this 
situation: conservation or reformatting.  
To preserve the integrity of the film 
itself, the deterioration must be 
stopped and the film stabilized through 

conservation measures.  Unfortunately, 
this only slows down the deterioration, 
it does not stop it.  The other 
alternative is to have the film 
reformatted, or transferred to digital 
(or DVD).  In this scenario, a digital file 
format of the film is created, along with  
a security copy which is stored and 

 
(Continued on page 2) 

òGym Collegeó (RKO Radio Picture, Inc., 1955). 

Werner Vagt and Dr. Irving Cooper discuss a scene from "The 

Changing Voice," a music education film.  (Tally-Ho, 1961). 
òFlorida State University: Toward a Greater Univesityó (Florida 

State University, 1964). 



 
Page Two / Summer 2009 The Florida State University Heritage Protocol Newsletter 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

preserved, much like our digital photo-
graph collections are stored and pre-
served.  In any event, it is easy to see 
that time is of the essence with a pro-
ject like this. 

 
The reformatting or digitization of film 
is a costly and time consuming en-
deavor that is left to professionals, 
however it is the only surefire way to 
preserve the movies in the best quality 

16mm projector, which will ultimately 
speed up the deterioration of the film 
(if you can find a 16mm projector). 

 
In order to sustain this reformatting 
process, Heritage Protocol is going to 
solicit donations specifically for saving 
these films.  In exchange for a donation 
of $25, the donor will receive a copy of 
the latest reformatting endeavor.  The 
first DVD (Volume 1) that we are offer-
ing for a donation contains three films.  

available before they eventually be-
come unviewable.   Yes, it is costly, but 
what choice do we have?  When the 
film becomes unusable we have lost 
that small and unique glimpse into our 
past that is only available through mov-
ing pictures.  And so we have begun 
our project to save whatever films we 
have and can track down by transfer-
ring them to digital format.  This has 
the added benefit of permitting us to 
enjoy viewing the films using a com-
mon DVD player and not relying on a 

1955 ς FSU Marching Chiefs Sun Bowl documentary (B/W with Audio) 
1964 ς FSU Football Highlights (B/W with Audio) 
September 12, 1970 ς University of Louisville vs FSU in Tallahassee (Color with No Audio) 

Two small segments from the 1955 Marching Chiefs documentary and the 1964 FSU Football Highlights films have been 
posted on YouTube at:  http://www.youtube.com/user/FSUHeritageProtocol.  If you would like to donate and receive a 
copy of these portions of our history, please send a check for $25 made out to Heritage Protocol to: 
 

Heritage Protocol 
Strozier Library 
116 Honors Way, Room 203 
PO Box 3062047 
Tallahassee, Florida 32306-2047 

 

If you have or know of any films made by this department, or any films that have to do with Florida State University, please 
contact Heritage Protocol Archivist Eddie Woodward <ewoodward@fsu.edu>  at 850-645-7988.  

Uniquely Original!  Heritage Protocol FSU Retro T-Shirts 
As mentioned in the last issue, as a result of the efforts of FSU alum Mike Rupp with RuppShirts of Tallahas-

see, a series of Heritage Protocol T-Shirts is being developed that will utilize retro or throwback FSU designs 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ C{¦ άƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŀέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

quite well.  This, the first FSU logo or insignia, created in May 1948 as a result of a student contest to come up 

with a design, is an authentic representation of a male Seminole with a traditional turban-like headdress, and 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άCƭƻǊƛŘŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέ ŜƴŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ά{ŜƳƛƴƻƭŜǎέ ōŜƭƻǿΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ 

the shirt is a small Heritage Protocol symbol.  The next T-Shirt in the Heritage Protocol series is already under 

development and will be made available this football season.  The shirt is currently available at the Seminole 

.ƻƻƪǎǘƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜƳƛƴƻƭŜ {ǇƻǊǘǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ 5ƻŀƪ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ {ǘŀŘƛǳƳΣ .ƛƭƭΩǎ .ƻƻƪǎǘƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ DŀǊƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ DƻƭŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊΩǎ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜǎΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛƪŜ wǳǇǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

businesses, Heritage Protocol receives a portion of the sale of each shirt.  Show your support for Heritage Protocol by purchasing one of these 

uniquely original T-shirts! 

http://www.youtube.com/user/FSUHeritageProtocol
mailto:ewoodward@fsu.edu

